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All of the early written history of the Lambrecht Cemetery and its predecessor in 
name has been lost except for the Articles of Incorporation of Pleasant View 
Cemetery which had been transcribed into the records of the Pierce County Clerk 
and maintained in a book called Association Records now in the office of the 
Pierce County, Nebraska Register of Deeds.  The written history that we now 
process of those early days and up to 1946 exists because of two interrelated 
events.   

In 1937, the descendants of August and Louise Lambrecht, the donors of the acre 
of land upon which the Lambrecht Cemetery is located, determined to rename 
the official name of the cemetery from Pleasant View Cemetery Association of 
Pierce County, Nebraska to the Lambrecht Cemetery Association of Pierce County, 
Nebraska, to honor August and Louise Lambrecht, their sacrifice and their 
donation.  Statutorily, this name change required a formal meeting of the 
members of the Association and the adoption of a motion by the members of the 
Association authorizing the name change.  In compliance with that procedure, 
several documents and proceedings of the Association were required to be 
recorded with the Pierce County Register of Deeds.  Those documents and 
proceedings, primarily the by-laws and various minutes of meetings of the 
members of the Association, were in the Secretary’s Book of the Cemetery 
Association.  Ernest A. Lambrecht, a son of August and Louise Lambrecht, was in 
possession of that Secretary’s Book in 1938.  From the mid-1920s through the 
1930s, he had been the Pierce County Sheriff and then a Pierce County 
Commissioner.   

With the assistance of an attorney, several portions of the Secretary’s Book were 
transcribed from cursive to typewritten form and recorded in the office of the 
Pierce County Register of Deeds.  He also permitted members of the Pierce 
County Historical Society to inspect and review the contents of the Secretary’s 
Book.  He also permitted the editor of the Pierce County Leader newspaper to 
inspect the Secretary’s Book.  Always in the hunt for a news article, the editor 



published on May 27, 1937 an article briefly summarizing numerous details 
contained in the Secretary’s Book. 

These summaries will be the basis for further narratives.  Neither Ernest 
Lambrecht nor the Pierce County Historical Society retained possession of the 



Secretary’s Book.  It was given back to the Cemetery 
Association’s secretary, Homer Birch.  As there was no 
building dedicated for the storage of any of the written 
records of the Cemetery Association, those records were 
kept and maintained by the respective officers of the 
Cemetery Association at their residence.  Unfortunately for 
him and his family and for the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Association, its members, and their descendants, a fire 

occurred at the Homer Birch residence in January of 1943 as reported in the 
January 21, 1943 issue of the Pierce County Call newspaper.  It was later reported 
to the members of the Lambrecht Cemetery Association that the Secretary’s Book 
of the Cemetery Association had been consumed in the fire and lost forever. 

The next historical 
milestone of the Lambrecht 
Cemetery was the 
placement of a large 
rock/boulder adjacent to 
the main entrance to the 
cemetery.  The placement 
and dedication of this 
rock/boulder was under the 
auspices of the Pierce 

County Historical Society.  In the previous newspaper article of 1937, 
it is stated that the Lambrecht Cemetery was 
restored in 1935 under the leadership of the Pierce 
County Historical Society. At present, the 
implication of that statement is unknown. Had the 
Cemetery not been maintained?  Had the efforts of 
the members of the Pierce County Historical 
Society prompted the descendants of the early 
settlers buried in the Cemetery to undertake its 
restoration?  As we will see, history does repeat 
itself.  The placement and dedication of the 
rock/boulder did receive proper attention in the 

Pierce Leader newspaper published May 9, 1940 Pierce County and the Call 
newspapers published May 16 and May 23 of 1940. 



The next milestone for the Lambrecht Cemetery was the creation of a mapping 
system for the burial spaces in the Cemetery by Arlen Voecks, a grandson of 
August and Louise Lambrecht.  Prior to 1980, it appears that the only plat/map of 
the Lambrecht Cemetery was the original Bishop plat which had been created 
shortly after the formation of the Pleasant View Cemetery in 1883.  Initially, the 
names of the original owners of the various Lots in the Cemetery were written 
into their respective Lots.  Remember, each Lot consisted of eight burial spaces.  

Each Block consisted of 
four Lots.  Over time, the 
secretary, or another 
officer of the Cemetery, 
would draw burial spaces 
in the Lots and write, 
especially in Blocks 11 and 
12, into the burial spaces, 
the names of the persons 
buried in those burial 
spaces.  Also, initially, Lots 
were offered for sale.  
Again, Lots consisted of 
eight burial spaces.  By 
1980, the members of the 
Cemetery Association 
realized that the burial 
spaces should be offered 
for sale, not the Lots.   
The question then was 
how to identify the burial 
spaces.  The solution was 

to devise a “column” and “row” designation for each Block.  Each Block would 
have four columns identified as A, B, C, and D across the top of each Block and 
each Block would have eight rows, identified as 1-8.  The upper left burial space in 
each Block would be identified as burial space A-1 and the burial space in the 
lower right corner of the Block would be identified as D-8.  Now the unoccupied 
and unsold burial spaces could be located and offered for sale.  Also, the names of 
all burials and all burial spaces purchased up to that date were noted.   Over time, 
this plat was updated with burials and burial space purchases. 



The next eventful 
occurrence enhancing the 
appearance of the 
Cemetery was the 
erection in 1983, the 
centennial year of the 
Cemetery, of an entrance 
arch at the main entrance 
into the Cemetery and 
adjacent to the 
rock/boulder erected at 
that location in 1940.  This 
entrance arch was given 
to the Lambrecht Cemetery Association by Herbert and Leona Voecks.  Herbert 
was a grandson of August and Louise Lambrecht.     

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


